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Material from: Youvan, D. C. (2024). The epistemology of eternal beings: Exploring the limits of knowledge in science, philosophy, and mysticism. Retrieved from: researchgate.net, 3/19/25). 
1.  Know whether or not, by examining the limits of empirical sTcience, the strengths and weaknesses of philosophical reasoning, and the experiential knowledge gained through mysticism, [the author] seeks to reconcile these diverse approaches and explore the profound implications for society, ethics, and human consciousness. Know whether or not eternal beings have been tied to the human search for meaning.
2.  Know whether or not speculative thought and science fiction have introduced new paradigms for thinking about eternal beings, often in the form of superintelligent beings, advanced extraterrestrials, or entities that have transcended physical form through technology. Know whether or not the paper explores the intersection of science, philosophy, and mysticism to assess how we might approach the question of eternal beings and what this reveals about the limits of human understanding.
3.  Know whether or not while religious and philosophical traditions offer frameworks for considering eternal entities, the empirical nature of scientific inquiry requires observable, measurable evidence. Know whether or not the scientific method relies on phenomena that can be observed, measured, and replicated. Know whether or not the Big Bang theory explains the origin of the universe without invoking divine intervention, but it does not address the possibility of pre-existing eternal beings who might have set the initial conditions.
4.  Know whether or not the standard cosmological model explains the origin and expansion of the universe, but it offers little insight into what, if anything, existed before the Big Bang. Know whether or not the multiverse theory remains speculative, and detecting other universes or beings within them is beyond our current technological capabilities. Know whether or not quantum mechanics introduces concepts such as superposition, entanglement, and the uncertainty principle, which challenge classical views of reality. Know whether or not quantum mechanics is notoriously difficult to reconcile with general relativity.
5.  Know whether or not In [the quantum immortality] interpretation, every possible outcome of a quantum event occurs in some branch of the multiverse. Know whether or not some have speculated that eternal beings could draw on zero-point energy to sustain themselves indefinitely. Know whether or not dark energy…makes up approximately 68% of the universe and drives its accelerated expansion. Know whether or not quantum sensors that are highly sensitive to minute fluctuations in energy or fields could one day detect the influence of quantum or energy-based beings.
6.  Know whether or not [multiverse] probes could be designed to detect evidence of interactions between different regions of the multiverse, potentially revealing the existence of beings that traverse these realms. Know whether or not philosophical inquiry into the existence of eternal beings is deeply rooted in metaphysical traditions and has evolved through millennia of thought. Know whether or not Anselm argued that God, being defined as "that than which nothing greater can be conceived," must exist in reality because existence is a necessary attribute of perfection. Know whether or not the cosmological argument posits that everything that exists has a cause, and this chain of causes must eventually lead to a "first cause" or "unmoved mover" that is itself uncaused and eternal.
7.  Know whether or not the teleological argument claims that the order, complexity, and purpose evident in the universe point to the existence of an intelligent designer—an eternal being who shapes and governs the cosmos. Know whether or not the cosmological argument hinges on the idea that the universe requires a first cause—something that is not contingent but necessary. Know whether or not, for finite beings, identity is often linked to memory, personality, and physical continuity…but for eternal beings, who might exist outside of time, these criteria may not apply.
8.  Know whether or not René Descartes famously argued for mind-body dualism, asserting that the mind (or soul) is distinct from the body and can exist independently of it. Know whether or not Derek Parfit challenges the traditional notion of identity, arguing that psychological continuity—the connection of mental states over time—rather than strict identity, is what matters. Know whether or not human beings are limited by their physical and cognitive capacities, and the question arises whether we can ever truly comprehend entities that exist beyond these limits.
9.  Know whether or not Kant's distinction between the phenomenon (the world as we experience it) and the noumenon (the world as it is in itself) suggests that eternal beings, if they exist, might be part of the noumenal realm—fundamentally unknowable to us. Know whether or not we can ever access the noumenon directly, but only know the world as it appears to us through the filter of our senses and cognitive faculties. Know whether or not Wittgenstein suggests that some things cannot be expressed in language and must be shown or experienced directly.
10.  Know whether or not the empirical verification of eternal beings remains one of the central challenges for philosophy and science. Know whether or not, from an epistemological perspective, philosophers must contend with the boundaries of human knowledge. Know whether or not epistemological questions confront the limits of human understanding, raising the possibility that eternal beings may forever remain beyond the grasp of finite minds. Know whether or not the scientific method relies on observable, testable phenomena, but eternal beings may not conform to these criteria.
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